Nuclear masses near the stability valley have been shown to be well described by an SU4mass formula [1] . A more recent and detailed calculation by M. Cauvin et al. [2] confirms this result. We report here on the application of the model to nuclei very far from the stability line, using the recent ISOLDE data on caesium and rubidium isotopes [3] . Franzini and Radicatti [4] , Burdet et [1, 2] .
A justification for a possible effective SU4 Hamiltonian symmetry in medium and heavy nucleus ground states can be given within the quartet model [7] . The strong alignment effect of proton-neutron correlations dominates over the pairing antialignment. Step I 28~Z50,50~~V82 [3] . The origin of the improvement over the Weizsacker form is the linear dependence in T contained in C2, eq. (2). We note however that the errors are rapidly increasing for nuclei with increasing neutron excesses. These results can be interpreted in the framework of the quartetting model [7] , according which protonneutron alignment dominates over the pairing effect in doubly open (protons and neutrons) shell nuclei situated near the bottom of the stability valley or on the neutron deficient side. It is only for the largest neutron excesses that the T 1 pairing effect takes over [9] .
